
Happy Birth’yay’ cowboy style for 8 eight year old Alex at Elkin Creek Guest Ranch, BC, Canada

On horse-back by the lake at Elkin Creek Guest Ranch in British Columbia, Canada

Alex the co-pilot
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Elkin Creek Guest Ranch
Alex celebrated his eighth birth-
day whilst learning to be a cow-
boy in deepest British Columbia 
at Elkin Creek, the guest ranch 
run by Adventure West Resorts. 

Elkin Creek is nestled between 
Vedan Lake and the snow capped 
peak of Mount Tatlow and extends 
for an incredible 28,000 acres! 
Near to the Ranch House are seven, 
two-bedroomed, two-bathroomed 
log cabins including a fi ve-bed log 
cabin for bigger groups.

As we arrived and I spotted 
the horses and rows of cowboy 
boots to try on, I had a moment 
of mild panic. Donkey rides on 
the beach were the sum total of 
my equestrian experience and 
here I was contemplating 4 days 

on horseback! Fortunately the 
staff were great and gave us les-
sons to begin with. By the end 
of the fi rst session Chris and Alex 
were racing around obstacles and 
my lovely horse was executing 
slow but perfectly formed turns 
for me. I think he could see the 
fear in my eyes!

We progressed onto riding 
the horses down hills, up what 
felt like mountains and even 
taking them ‘swimming’ through 
a creek! Riding through water 
and helping the wranglers move 
the cattle around the ranch on 
horseback – are two memories 
we’ll cherish forever. 

It’s not all about horsey 
adventures though. The crys-
tal clear waters of the lake are 

perfect for swimming or you can 
use the canoes, kayaks, boats 
and pedaloes, or go fi shing. Elkin 
Creek has a well stocked craft 
and activity room and during the 
holidays children-only activities 
can be organised on request. 
Alex enjoyed a fi shing adventure 
on the lake and there’s also ar-
chery, kayak trips and lots more. 

Fantastic scenery and amaz-

ing facilities aside, the staff and 
food were the icing on the cake. 
The staff made it feel as if you 
were on holiday with friends, you 
ate all your delicious meals to-
gether on communal tables, you 
spent your days and evenings 
with them too. There’s no TV, no 
mobile reception and you’re two 
and a half hours from the nearest 
large town so your entertainment 

is all at the ranch. 
We were sad to leave eve-

ryone at the Ranch, it was the 
highlight of our trip. There was 
only one good point about head-
ing back for our fi nal two nights 
in Vancouver at the Fairmont 
Vancouver Hotel - a decent bath 
to soak out the dirt at this beau-
tiful and historic hotel! I dont 

think we’ve ever been so dirty 
in our lives, everything ends up 
covered in a fi ne layer of dust 
whether walking or riding on the 
Ranch. We ended our Canadian 
holiday of a lifetime by borrow-
ing the hotels bikes and cycling a 
15km ride round around Stanley 
Park before saying good-
bye to this wonderful 
part of the world!

* Elkin Creek Guest Ranch is run by Adventure West Resorts 
visit www.adventurewestresorts.com, for rates and promotions 
including ‘kids go free in August’.
* Kumsheen Rafting Resort – visit www.kumsheen.com, rafting 
trips start from $152 Canadian per person 
* Fairmont Hotels – visit www.fairmont.com The family stayed 
at the Fairmont Empress in Victoria, the Fairmont Waterfront 
and Fairmont Vancouver in Vancouver and the Fairmont Chateau 
Whistler. Check current rates and promotions online. 

pg35-37_travel21.indd   37 27/9/09   20:11:47




